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isUntinoplc, show clearly enough the motives that prompted t Government lo strike an unexpected blow.  On 25111 June \7 lie reported to Carmarthen that llu: I'orlc looked on the rimy of the C/.arina and her warlike preparations as designed wear out the patience and the resources of the Turks, who aily were .said to liavc 2»[opoo men ready near the Danube, 1 others in Asia.   If, he added, .she did not explain her present uhict, " I   am  afraid   they  will  commence  hostilities," and riUe a home blow in the Crimea."   On loth July he .stated 1 thurc could be no solid peace HO long as Russia held the ime.a in defiance of tlie Treaty of Kuinardji.   "The honour of 1 Sultan,  the .security of this Umpire,  the interest of the ihiunetan religion, and those [sic] of justice all require that . Ihe independence of the Crimea .should be re-established. to true, the Porte agreed to the cession; but that act, torn rn her weakness, was involuntary and unjust.   In short, it can ly be-  binding until a good  opportunity offers to cancel its set.  This, my Lord, seems the opinion of the Cabinet and the Hive of their extensive preparations, hut they arc diffident, of :CI:HH jind  afraid to attack unless Russia herself furnishes itrxl."   [hi adds that tlu: Turkish Ministers believed  llultfa-ff's mission to be designed lo "spin out the summer"; but U the Turkish levies could scarcely he kept together.1 AN for the lempori/.ing offers of mediation from 1-'ranee and iNlrin, the i'orlu would have uoiu: o/'lhcin, and refusal lo accept y in which Great Uritain had no share.   The Grand Vixicr crlnhccl  the hope that  Aualria, and Russia were not really lied by treaty, and seemed to desire, rather than to avoid, n pturc.   On 3oth July the Rol» ICfTumli asked our ambassador ml   Kn^land  would  do in  case of a  Russo-Turklsb  Wnr. ns»lie  rejilied  ihul she would "keep  strict  neutrality," and roii(.fly  urged  the need of peace.   " Never will we  purchase ace on the dishonourable terms luiltl out by Russia," replied ts Turkish Minister, and he addwl with oriental wubtlety that, ,lc«s ,sbc pave way, war must comu "before ninny months are ipsed."   Ainslie thought that this portended war in the spring 17HH.8
Ilul  on   Kith August the  Sultan  Hiruck  swiftly and  hard. ;»nbllesH be had lu:nrd news of thu famine in Russia and the
1  " V. (>.," Turkey, 8.
1 AW.  Ainslie (o CnnuttrOien, i;ili Au^nbl 1787,it.
